
May 6, 2013 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held at Weems Elementary School in Manassas, 
Virginia on the above date with the following present: Mayor 
Harry J. Parrish II, Council Members Marc T. Aveni, Ian T. 
Lovejoy, Jonathan L. Way and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager John A. 
Budesky, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Deputy City Clerk 
Antoinette M. Elgart, Administrative Associate Melody J. Hess, 
Public Works and Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Utilities 
Service Manager Ana Davis, Deputy Public Works Director Gene 
Jennings, Assistant Public Works Director Patrick Moore, Fire 
and Rescue Chief Brett R. Bowman, Assistant Fire and Rescue 
Chief Wade House, Fire Marshal Frank Teevan, Battalion Chief 
Kevin Franzello, Chief of Police Douglas W. Keen, Captain Carl 
Crawford, Lieutenant Steve Neely, Sergeant Lowell Nevill, Crime 
Prevention Specialist Adrienne Helms, Community Development 
Director Elizabeth S. Via-Gossman, Senior Planner Morgan Brim, 
Neighborhood Service Manager Kisha Wilson-Sogunro, Senior 
Property Code Inspector Paul Lynch, Zoning Inspector Chip 
Huffman, Neighborhood Services Coordinator Christen Zenich, 
Housing Manager and Advocate Mickey Rhoades, Family Services 
Director Ronald King, and Social Worker Frankie Christopher. 
 
 Additional staff members from Fire and Rescue and the 
Manassas City Police Department were present. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called for the Roll Call at 7:34 p.m. and led 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated May 6, 2013. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 
 Mayor Parrish and City Council Members welcomed citizens 
to the Town Hall Meeting and encouraged those in attendance to 
ask questions and share their thoughts. 
 
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 
 Mr. Budesky thanked City staff for all their efforts and 
announced that it was Local Government Employee Appreciation 
Week.  Mr. Budesky stated that staff always goes above and 
beyond and encouraged citizens to thank those who were in 
attendance. 
 
 Mr. Budesky recognized Principal Angela Burnett and 
congratulated her on the $50,000 grant awarded by Ellen 
DeGeneres for the Weems uniform program. 
 
 Mr. Budesky commented on the success of the Air Show on 
Saturday, May 4 and thanked all those responsible for 
organizing the event. 
 
 Mr. Budesky asked Kisha Wilson-Sogunro, Neighborhood 
Services Coordinator, to provide an update on the Big Day of 
Serving event, which brought hundreds of volunteers into the 
Weems neighborhood to complete community projects. 
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Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 
 
 Mr. LaLonde introduced Principal Angela Burnett who 
provided an update on upcoming programs at Weems, including 
the uniform program and a Talented and Gifted (TAG) Program. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 
 Lianne Best, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
encouraged the Council to restore funding to the Manassas City 
Public Schools.  Ms. Best thanked the City staff for their 
tremendous efforts on Saturday, stating that she spent the 
entire day at Weems with almost 600 energetic volunteers.  Ms. 
Best specifically commented on the tireless work of Kisha 
Wilson-Sogunro and Christen Zenich. 
 
 Gail Hansen, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
for additional information regarding the Fire Levy, stating 
that she is confused as to why tax dollars are needed to fund 
this service. 
 
 Cindy Brookshire, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
thanked the Council and staff for supporting the Big Day of 
Serving and commented that these events help people take 
ownership of their community.  Ms. Brookshire encouraged the 
City Council to fully fund the school and not delay economic 
development initiatives. 
 
 Molly Grove, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
mentioned the Manassas NEXT initiative from 2008 and 
encouraged the Council to remember its vision for the City of 
Manassas. 
 
 John Hartt, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the best thing a community can do for its children is 
provide a decent education.  Mr. Hartt stated that Manassas 
has excellent schools with passionate and dedicated teachers 
and excited and invigorated students.  Mr. Hartt stated that 
he understands the City is facing budget cuts, but asked the 
Council to do the right thing and not take more money from the 
school system. 
 
 Chris Branigan, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that he supports an increase in the tax rate if that is 
what is required to provide services to the citizens and a 
quality education to the children. 
 
 Meade Gwinn, a resident of the City of Manassas, thanked 
Christen Zenich and Neighborhood Services for helping his 
mother-in-law clean out her sheds, prune the bushes and weeds, 
and remove debris from her property. 
 
 Debby Storey, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that she is fiscally conservative, but she is worried that the 
Council’s conservatism will be taken too far and will hurt the 
school system. 
 
 Andrew Beverage, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
asked the City Council to reconsider its elimination of the 
Housing Advocate position in the FY 2014 Budget, stating that 
no other City department can replace the Housing Advocate.  
Mr. Beverage stated that the removal of this position is a 
disservice to the City. 
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 Raymond Beverage, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
encouraged the City Council to reconsider the elimination of 
the Housing Advocate position, stating that the program has 
grown over the years and helps to keep people in their homes.  
Mr. Beverage commented that promoting homeownership is a 
benefit to the City. 
 
 Tony Tomarchio, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
for an outline of the economic development objectives, its 
budget and the staff assigned. 
 
 Miguel Pires, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he was disappointed to hear that the City is delaying the 
hiring of an Economic Development Director and stated that 
attracting new businesses could lessen the burden on City 
residents.  Mr. Pires stated that he and his wife are willing 
to pay more in taxes to support the schools and help the 
community. 
 
 Ed Spall, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated that 
he strongly disagrees with decreasing the operating budget of 
the schools and that it should be a top priority for the City.  
Mr. Spall stated that strong schools will attract families to 
the City and result in additional investment. 
 
 Mike Dufrene, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that Manassas is a good City with good schools; however, it 
should be a great City with great schools.  Mr. Dufrene stated 
that he was encouraged at the Joint CIP meetings and 
appreciated the cooperation of City and school staff and the 
desire to move forward with plans for improvement.  Mr. 
Dufrene stated that the nearly $500,000 cut in the school’s 
budget will hurt the system and reminded everyone that it is 
up to the community now to decide its future and if the City 
of Manassas will be good, or great. 
 
 Timothy Oshiki, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
reminded the Council that the last time the Police Department 
was renovated, there were 55 sworn officers; there are now 
138.  The fire station was built when the City of Manassas had 
a population of 4,000 residents.  Mr. Oshiki encouraged the 
Council to take action in order to improve the City and retain 
the many talented teachers in the system. 
 
 Doug Brown, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the school system failed his children and he had to home-
school his children.  Mr. Brown stated that it was not the 
teachers who failed his family; it was the administrators and 
the School Board.  Mr. Brown stated that the idea of pouring 
more money into the system is ridiculous because it has not 
performed, is broken, and has yet to be fixed. 
 
 John Skaggs, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that there are certainly problems in the system, but we all 
have to live together and should work together to find answers 
and solve problems. 
 

Item 7 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff. 
 
Citizens and City staff engaged in casual and individual 

conversations after Citizens’ Time. 
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 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


